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It seems a long time since our lagt i{ev,s & YleVs t@s sent J,tour 1/,6.y since none 1"€.s

sent in December becausb of th6 hoLid.ays., Though it is a'little late Ird like,to
rr'ish each and every,one of you a very i{appy and. Prospercus }ievr Year'. i[ay,the Nevr

Year bring you even more fun and- satisfasiion in i,Lt your earde$ng'endeavors,
yhether it be nursing those Christmas plants along to have the blobms'Last as
long as possible or hybrid"iztng a future fukets I'iodal ttnner! 1'

the flrst meeting of the Tvdn City Irts Soctety of the year f965,uiff be clanuary
21, t965 at 8100 p.m. at the u,sua1 neeting p1ace, the Y(/ICA, [welfth and. Ficollet,
iriinneapolis. Ihe program (see Presidentrs Letter) promises to be of interest to
everyone and Just the thing to bring a breath of spring irnd gard.ening into the
co1d, snolrJi"r month of January.

* t * * + * * * tk {! i. * * {r {. *

This will be the dobut of the Nelr Off,tcors foT L965, too. r:Ie hope the.t there will
be a large turn-out for this meeting to shor" your officers J'ou intend. to back them
in thelr bfforts to make this an lnformative and lnteresting year for the Societlr..

The offi.cers for L9'65 arc as follovrs: President - I.{rs. A. }t" (Greta) Kessenick ,

.'l,st Vice President - ivir. trt. G, (Cus) Sind.t

Secretary - I"irs. Tlalter (nffa) 'Johnson
'""Treagri.rer 1'rr, r'141Xur Carlobk

Corresponding"sepretary - I{rs. Robert A. (Sunny) }Ietkor,r
noard of Di,rspl.rs - 

iJ::.,::::13,(r,."orj **o,
irir. Stant"" *;;;;

. ,r. + * * * *. * * rr'* i t *Y':'*';c''(vlrginia) Iv'esser

' .' 
: 
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Marly of our members have paid their 1965 dueF, and. we thank then for hihg'so
prompt ln their payment. If you bave pp!" pafd. your dues for f965 rioula you please
.tl"o it noq', before you forget, put them in the mail or bring them to the meetlng
January 21st. We wouLd. l.ike to have',the,.yea-rhook read.y by the Febrwry meeting
and. rre r,rouLd appreciate your'co-opere'tion by gotting ygqr'd.ues ia as soon as
possible. Send. d.ues to: : : .. ..: .. ,

Mrrs. Stanton Rud.ser
2548 Dougl4s Drivp

. Iliinneapoll s , Minne sota 55I+22
, Thank you.

*,1. )f * * {( *,r*. ***rlc*{<**

TEE PR]SIDENTTS I15'TER

Looking ovex the beautiful snorr-blanlt:eted" lris and bord.er gard"en,
nuch more tha,n a similar iaspection at other times of the year,
weeds to be puIlod., cultivati.ng or fad"ed. blossoms to be removed,
to consider the gard.en as a rlrhole and r,e have time to solve some

one is inspired.
There are no
The mind is free

of tts probleuls.
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I t i s n,Or^l that we can begin to vi suali ze the land scape
Ii sten to the gard.en as i t speaks loud.Iy of it s need.d".

for future plantins
'i

for the very first time.
,' i ' "'

fhe most beautiful tri s characteri sti c d.eveloped. il'rfie most beautlful 1r1 s characterlstac oeveropeo rn recenI years ls llre P".r?r.. . ,.
ornamentation knovm as laclng. The qd#s qf the peitaLs are crinlrled, frilled qr
laced. tn tiny horn-like foruatiohur:' ' IHese vanieti.e'6 &re very feminine looking,
and. so poputar'.' 'A fevr gpo+iio* anbng t'bi1qre* or' I,i.'ghtly ruffled..iri.s ad.ds dis-, 

,

tinction. to; .a ,gar$enr , .; ,

" :. .,,

.,. i :ii. ,,

1'.7e can garden'more'intelligently r,rhen !'s,recogniee the infinitesinal forces ca,lled, I

ehfomosones that lle in the center'of ttre life bearing see,d, and carry in the.m a,',"
sori,es o-f, hered.itary factors calLed. gen.e_'sr7eagh,e31g.'a,packet of sore vita}.g[prac-'.
teristic to appo.r il,lhe pIant. ['t',is.larsely through thb use of this information
that bybfidizerS.harre''been:abtre. to atta-i{r great,,stfi'des in plant breeding and. give
to irisaria,lte a'difrferent. styla''and.:type bf 

'f lov'er, The glory of the oarly" ir:rmer
gard.en is. .!he.,i.risii.'n its many shad.es.,.,Iues;,etrd, sizes.t'', 1'

- i..: 1 1 .. :.' ' i -"'

Soon the catdlogue*''1fii11"t., fiiU.rrg;tlrii ,n*i1,,'bo", reuihd,lnb.r. or those beautifuL
varities r,re vranted. so nuch la,st hlooming season and. duri'ng tle show. For companiou
flor"rers in the bord.er garden, do orhe* sornething you haventt glovm'before. Ex-
periments may brlng'iome disappointment.s but that is part of.gardenlng. It nay
also bring great satisfactiop.. EverX.n'6w plaqtigrown broad.ens the scope of horti-
culture and. upg:iad.es yotrr gird.e,n,. 0ne-'of ihe nost unusual and. beautiful pLants in
our gard.en was the Glotiesa Rpthschild:ianb or Glesy LiLy, a treasured. tuber ginen
ne by an lrls grosrcr'.' B,[-JuJ-y,, the first f].o,r'er opened exotic in'co]or and. shape.
fhe petaLs are sharp1y Xeg.grlpQ ]rllliant'crinson', banded in chartreuse. PLant in
fulL sun, vrith a.fence"o['.r,rhich to cLimb. [he tuber r,rill continqe tg,produce as
the plant elirnbs, glving llght to ten blooms in succession.'.'Catal,ogues do not d^o

then justice. ,* t1:,,f?,1f, die;lh1 carefpl.ty 3nd:,store ii., .1.

. r,': I .' 
,''i 'i t' .,'

During Lg65, rrye woul.d Ilke'"a co.nsiilerable:ir.rffease,in membqlship, .[his requires
extend.ed.-efiort.,q,n,!her part of:eyerTrdne. Cb''nrjice tlris dri# inieresting, iris
rhizomes vrill bel offered.:.g,s.a4 i.nceative.' Hal"lts new ttIitrine,a11fl ilosgs" r"iil be the
number one prize. Othlr ihlzorres r,riII be offered.',.[hi;s vill .be outlined in the

'':'
January 2L, Lg65r ou.x first meetlng of the nevr Jrear trill be of nuch interest. Ivrr.
3ob Quinn of the California Chemieal Cor,pany vrtll shor^r a tretf'film on flovrcrs and.
insects and. also give a talk on:.Chemicals for the &ard.en.

Iri s Sp*ci e s lr'ri 11 be the topi c

Do make a spe cial eff ort to see
Invite your friends. I hope to

Greta lui, Ke s seni eh
Pre si de nt

i -a ,

in recent years i s the pe.tai 
,

d"i s crls se d. by Nir . Gus S i nd.t .

and. hear thr s intere sting and. lnstructive program.
see all of you January 21st at YWCA at 8:00 p.rl.

I

* * t .*"* * * * * * * * * '* *



The f ollor,ring arti cle vri 1I appear in the
SocietS' Bulletin. It v,ras rrrritten by our
not'r Regi onal Yi ce Pre sid"ent of our area,

next issue of
Fas t Pre side nt
Region 8.

3

the Southern Illinois
, Ptr. Glenn Hanson, vrho i s

It is such a d.elightful and. instructive article that
Iris Society vrill find. it most intel:esting.

Greta
*tr#* rf *il(***+)fi!f {c

all members of

!t. Ke s seni Ch ,
*t

the Tv'i n Ci ty

Pre si de nt

IRIS SBOT,'IING I1[ i'tIN],ESCfA

3y G. F. I{anson, }iinneapolis, Minnesota
Begional- Vlce Presidentn American Iris Society, Region I

Severa1 years ago I sat on a stool in a eoffee shop some\irhere in soutlrern iliissouri
engaged. in neighborly chit-chat rrrith the occupant of the adjacent stooL. Ee said.,
nSo yourre frou Minnesota? Your state used to be f,auous for tr^ro things, your great
football teams ancl your abominable cIlmate. By the tay, vhatever happened. to those
great teans of the S0rsttt The impLication in uy impromptu friendrs pleasantry raras

starkly appareut. Novr we are famous for just one thingl

I an convinced that our reputation has become somevrhat exaggerated.. lie donr t live
in igloos, and. we d.onrt put our cars up onbLoeks for the winter. 3ut tho simpLe
truth is inescapable--it d-oes get co1d. in Minnesota. ,r glance at one of the stan-
dard, temperature maps commonly found. in gard.enlpg books uill d.lsclose that most of
our state Lies 1n Zone 3--niniuum temperatr:ro in an average year 20 fo 35 d.egrees
belovr zero. Southern ll1lnois lies raostly in Zone 5--minus 5 to minus 10 degrees.
In the sane book you r,rill find. a maD of the average planting d.ates, assuned. to be
when the sol1 temperature reaehes 1+) d.egrees. In the iviinneapoLis area this is },iay
Lst. In southern lllinois lt is fron l{arch t6 to April 1. The average date of
the first kil"I1ng frost here is September 20. Dor,rn there it is from 0ctober 10 to
0ctober 20. fhe average date sf our Last killing frost is May 10. Yours 1s ApriL
L0. To sunmarize, ow gror,"dng season is tvo nonths shorter than yours, one month
at each end of the season. And, when it gets cold, rle are fron 15 lo ?5 clegrees
colder than you are.

Now these frank observati6js aro considerably more realistic than you wil] usual3-y
get out of a irrinnesotan. Up here lt is considered. more socially acceptable to
refer to our climate asllinvigorating.r And, ad.rnitted.ly, aLl thin8s are rel-ative.
An Eskimo ulght construe our vrinters as uncomfortably r'arn and. balny. Unhappily,
hor,'ever, I am not an llskimo, anil nature has provid.eC ure rdth an abundance of vigor
r^'ithout the necesslty of sliretic stimui.i, I rw:i r,re11 lose my citizenship for
ad.mitting it, but at 35 belor,r zero I am not invigorated.; I am cold.!

Qrr horticultural problems are not confined to short seasons and lovr temperatures.
Our seasonal changes are often abrupt. In the spring the transition from llun-
seasonable coIdtr to flunseasonable heatn is freguently very brief. [he sau:e is
true of the other end. of the season. This year after our gard"ens had" been cut
d.ot,n by frost, v1B experienced a long period. of pLeasantly rrrarm r,eather. As this
is vritten it is late }Tovem'ber. One r^rcek ago I rjras rrlorking outside in nry shirt
sleeves. foday rre broke all previous record.s rdth an iryressive lJ belovr zero!

And. then there is the matter of rainfaIl, r.,|6ch seems to follov a feast or famine
sched.ule. 0n the d.ay before our local iris shorr in lj6J, d-riving vrinds and
torrential rains tore our potential ribbon rnrinnere to shreds and. pound.ed. them into
the nud. fhat r^ras the last measurable rain that feIl on our gard.ens until late
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September, and. in the meantimo everything d.ried. to an attractive golden brovm.
3ut this year things 1.rere better, The rains stopped. earlier and. our shovr entri-es
w,ere spared.. And. r,rith a total absence of moisture throughout the susmer--ue11,
at least there was very litt1e trouble with leaf spotl

I{ornever, desoite possible incl-ications to the contrary, I come not to bury Minnesota,
but to praise the iris. It is obvious that under the cond.itions d.escribed, you
just canlt raise irises, but i*ppily r,'e Minnesota gror,rers havenrt found out about
it. If you vrilI consult the seh.ed.ule of 1!6)+ shous in the October issue of the
A.I,S.3ulLetin, you uiLl find. that five shorus r,rere hel-d. in Mianesota, r"rith our
Viinneapolis shornr ranking third. in size in the entire nation. &ioreover, after
vievring irises in bloom in other part,s of the couptrTr, I am convinced. that the
qrrallty of our Local prod.uot is seeond to none, },re seem to have d-one a remarkable
job of keeping it secret from the rest of the lorLd, but the truth is that l"iinn-
esota is an extremely fine irts gro,uing area, In the past ttrs suocessive years of
the worst gror.r-ing cond.itions rnrithin uy nemory, tho only gard.en subjeete that
performed. in a reasonably satisfactory manner vere our heroic irises,
Our state contains a r..id.e variety of sqils, ranging from pure cl.ay through rich
blactr Loam to elear sEr.ndl but r,rith a pred"ominance of soil structures entirely
acceptable to the iris. The fiansons are rcost fortunate in this respect. Our home
is north of }iinneapolis on the bar&s of the lviississippl, and our gardens are
composed. of fertlle, Ioose textured silt l&id dor,'n by the rivor in prehi.storic
ti.mes. The irisss revel in it, grotring spectaeularLy and. putting out feeder roots
often in e8gess of two feet.

A1-ong r^'ith several hunCred. rrarieties of the taII beard.ed.sr vre grovr a liberal
assortnent of d"r,rarfs, Siberians, Japanese, $purias, and-'\rarious species. With
regarC to this latter ca.tegoryr vre find. that r,rc are subject to unfortunate
limitations. lvlany of the love1y and. interesting species, &s r^rell as all of the
bulbous irisos, find. our vrinters just too robr.rst for th.eir d.elicate constitutions.
Itie have been suceessful in experimentally bringins e number of these thin blood.ed.
beauties through the vdnter, but the exeessive protestive oeasures required. are
tpo troublesome and. time consr:ming to be r,'orthu'hi1e, One speclalty of ours r,rhlch
is unusual for this area is a 163gq collection of arilbred.s. I,,;a.ny of these exotic
things are incllned. to be temperanental ancl d"o not take kind.ly to Minnesota, but
for reasons best knovrn to tiremselves they seem to like us and. they perform magni-
fieently, Our earliest dv,arfs bloom about the middl-e of Apri.l. The peak of tbe
tall boarded. season is the first r+eek of June.

Ilere, as elsevrhere, you can find- as manlr fertilizer theories as Jiou can find.
Sror"rs3g, I,n'e use a 6-2)+-A\ formula, applied tr'l ee a year. This results in an
aburrd.anee of Large flowers and. fine strong stallcs. 1,,'e tately stake an iris, even
the notoriously r,'reak stemmed. varioties. arle believe that the loror nitrogen and. high
potash formula avoids e:icessive soft l-eaf gror.,,th, vrhile prod.ucing the tough, solid
rhizomes essential to our climate. Anri. !e use the controrrersial gtrpsum. The soil
in this area lras formed. from the d.ecomBosition of }imestone and. is precominantly
alkaLine. l/tre first adonied gypsum because it seemed logj.caL unC.er these circum-
stances, Our j.ris bed.s are no\,r slightly on tjre e.:id. sid.e. T,Iithout ruling out the
possibility of coinciC.ence, rire have observed. an interesting sid.e effect--since
ad.opting rypsun r,'e havenrt had. a singJ_e cese of rhizome rot, and. this lnclud-es some
wet years. Reports from other grol^rers Irho have borroued. our rethod.s tend to con-
firm these results.

Exeept in an unusually rrret year, Iu.lnnesota rhizsnes d.iffer sonerrhat from those
groxm to the vrest and. south of us. tie seldo!il prod.uce the huge poter.to size so
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attractive in appearance to the purchaser. Ours are generally smaller, but moro
d.ense in texture. They may be short on e)'e appeal, but they can safely be plantetl
anJn:here in the oountry ldlth assurance of excelLent performance. The reverse is
not al'.,ays trr:r-e. t:.'e often lrave trouble getting the big, teautlful r^rest coast
rhizomes to settle d.ovm and. start gror,r'ing. Some of our €lrorrlers report better
results from l.aying thom out and. Letting them d.ry several days before p}antlng.

Prom tire to time it becones apnarent that the origlnators of new irlses do not
have Minnesota in mlnd r,'hen they select seedlings for introduction. Certain
varieties, ineluding some of the netr aod hrghl.;, accleimed things, are not suffi-
eiently hardy to withstand- our rtnters. Just Lrily an area capa'ole of prod.ucing
five sho:.,g, ineluding the third" largest in the nation, r"ihoulrL be ignorecl in this
respeet is an unansliered. question. l.'Ie are a tolera.nt raee, and. one $2! investment
r,"rhich leaves us r^dth an empty spaee in the spring lrj.ght be forgiven. Hor,reverr
aftor tv,o or three such d.isasters r.e are not likely to greatly revetre the name of
that originator, and. '..re d.o talk to each otirer, i{;:bridi.zers r,^rho are truly inter-
ested. in the hard.iness of their maqterpieces rnrouJC. d"o r.rell to guest them in
Iv.innesota before introduction. $abers are beginning to rattle in the iiorthland..
Region 8ls on the marsh. A number of fine tlrings have alread.y been introcluced
by I'{innesota ancl }Iisconsin hybriclizerB, and nany others r,ri.LI be forthco&it}9, Some

of our folks actu&IJy l"eave their seed3.ing bed.s entirel}' unprotected. over trinter
to automatically eliminate auy r.real.q sisters. \,ie d.o not exi:ect this d.egree of
robust tole-rance fnon the proiucts of others I but rre do lcnov that there are thou-
sands of proven varieties, both oLdl an{ ner.". I;ie feel t}mt an iris uorthy of
introd.uetion shou1C. be able to survive here under reasonable protectirre reasuroS.

Tiris brlngs up the natter of protection, A vrinter qulch of hay, Ieaves, or other
loose n'g.terial is absolutel,y essential in tiris area. In our or,m gard.eos .rr,o llse
ba1ed. hay, shaken out and applied to a d.epth of six or eight inches. T"e cut back
the fans before applying it. Not alL of ou: Ero!.rers go to this extra trouble,
but r,re like to remove as rlany potential insect, eggs and. fungus spores as possibLe
from our gard.ens in the falI, and. ti:e sJ:ort fans pror"id.e ad.mirable anchors for
the loose hay. In all of our plar:tings, includ-ing all the off-beat types that r,re

gror,r, vre rareLy experience losses in oxcess of 1or ? per cent,

Asid,e from the foregoing, Minuesota iris cr.rlture involves only one eid"d.itional
precaution. Early plantinS, rrhile not absolutely essential, is very he1pfu1. Our
groving seasoa is short, and. the rhizcme that has had. sufficient time to get its
roots established. has a better chance of survlving. Some of our conmerclal gtrol.rers
reset their beds late in the falL aftor all shi?ping has been completed, but for
the amateur it is liskr to d.elay beyond September 1. [n or:r or,,n gardens vre try to
get the hay on the nelrest plantiags early, before the ground. freezes, [he roots go
right on gtroT{ng und.or the hay long after everyt}ring else has frozen rrp and. come to
a stanclstiLL. No, r,e d.onrt have any trouble r,rlth fieLd. nice setting up housekeep-
ing u-nd.er the has'. Along r,rith ltib, and,9a, our gard.ening family inclucles a very
vrise, effieient, and discriminating cat (name of Sedg-r,ric1r; very partial to peanut
butter anti. fanqy craqftsrg). i[e d.isd^alnfully ignores all the v'onderful bird-s that
inhebit our rlver home, but he is deadly to any and. al-l fo-;r-footed. beasties that
might be so lncautious as to ven'bure into our gardens?


